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ADVERTISEMENT. . | 


! 


THE following pages were ori- 


ginally notes made while peruſing 
ſome writers on this ſubject: 


and, to ſay the truth, the firſt 
{tion conſiſts almoſt wholly of 
an analyſis, or abridgment, of Dr. 
Leland's learned and elaborate 


work on the Advantage and 
Neceſſity of the Chriſtian Reve- 
© lation, ſhown from the State of 


Religion in the ancient Heathen 


World,“ publiſhed in 1768, in 


two volumes 8vo. The materials 
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of the e ſection the Author 

has ſelected principally From the 

I | Scriptures ; referring, however, 
ö occaſionally, to ſuch works as 
might afford any light in the hiſ- 
[ tory of Chriſtianity. He at firſt 
| doubted whether to inſert all the 


numerous references to the writers, 


| be both ſacred and profane, who are 
| cited; but, on a ſecond conſider- 
| | ation, he has inſerted them, as 
| | exactly as poſlibte, for the ſatisfac- 
| tion of thoſe whom curioſity, or 
= any other motive, may induce to 
| examine them. He arrogates tc 
| himſelf no literary excellence, but 
| v1 8 has 


vii) 


has attempted to ſtate facts, plain- 


ly and truly, as they happened, 
avoiding all ſpeculative reaſoning 
and raſh concluſions. | 


In ſubmitting his little work to 
the candour of the Public, he can- 
not but feel fome degree of anx- 


iet); yet he means not to depre- 
cate the feverity of critictſm, or to 
urge his youth as an apology for 
the errors that may be detected. 
He has ſtepped forward in the de- 


tence of our common faith, and 


to oppoſe the rapid progreſs which 


the diſciples of infidelity are mak- 


ing 


ing, by diſſeminating their pernici- 
if ous principles, particularly among 
the junior part of the preſent ge- 
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neration. Should Bis endeavours 
be crowned with the leaſt ſucceſs, 
he will be amply compenſated; 
| and the recollection of it will 
cheer him amidſt all the viciſſi- 
"= | tudes of life. 


Carey Strut, Lissi , 
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tion, in the following” pages, to 
diſcuſs every objection that has 


Revelation; that has been already 
cone by abler pens than mine, 
and would, moreover, require the 
compaſs of many volumes; but 


3 


IT is by no means my inten- 


been urged againſt the Chriſtian 
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of the Chriſtian faith, a brief and 


velat ion. 


f 


„„ 
to convey to thoſe, whom preju- 


dice or a falſe ſyſtem of education 
has precluded from the knowledge 


comprehenſive view of the neceſ 


ſity and truth of the Coun Re- 


In order to do this the more 
effectually, I will firſt exhibit the 
neceſſity of the Chriſtian Revela- | 
tion, ſhown from a view of the | 
ſtate of religion in the ancient 
heathen world, and then prove 
from the Old Teſtament, as well 
as from profane authors, both | 
friendly and inimical to Chriſtian- I 
ity, that there was a perſon named Y 
Jeſus Chriſt, and that the books 
which we have, written by his | 
Pe, 1 


þ ] 4 N 


( 
diſciples, concerning his doctrines 
and actions, may be depended 
upon as containing a true ſtate- 
ment of them, and as holding 
forth to mankind the only way, to 
falvation. xt 


— 
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to convey to thoſe, whom preju- 
dice or a falſe ſyſtem of education 


ſity and truth of the Chriſtian Re- 


| N ; 
In order to do this the more 
effectually, I will firſt exhibit the 


heathen world, and then prove 
friendly and inimical to Chriſtian- 


which we have, written by his 
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has precluded from the knowledge 
of the Chriſtian faith, a brief and 


comprehenſive view of the neceſ- 


neceſſity of the Chriſtian Revela- 
tion, ſhown from a view of the 
ſtate of religion” i in the ancient 


from the Old Teſtament, as well | 
as from profane authors, both | 


ity, that there was a perſon named 
Jeſus Chriſt, and that the books 


diſciples 4 


* 
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diſciples, concerning his doctrines 
and actions, may be depended 
upon as containing a true ſtate- 
ment of them, and as holding 
forth to mankind the only: way to 
falvation... 


3 2 1 


= The NR. ty of the „ Chiifian Re- 

I} = | velation, as ſhown from a ſhort 

Piero of the State of Religion in 
the ancient Heathen World. 


= WHroEver reflects on the frame 
| of human nature, cannot but be 
* convinced that man is a religious 

| creature, that is, a being poſſeſſ- 
* ing faculties, which are capable 
5 5 
= (by means of reflection and proper 
= inſtruction) of attaining to, and | 


are deſigned for religion; by which 
is to be underſtood that duty which 
* every rational creature owes to its 
Almighty Creator and Benefactor. 
If we contemplate the inferior ani- 
mals, 
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mals, we ſhall find, that ** are 
every way calculated for the dif- 
ferent offices and enjoyments of 
ſenſitive life. It is true that the 
brute creation has ſenfations. Tt 
has alſo ſome remembrance of na- 
tural good or evil, which it has 
experienced at the approach of a 
particular object, and the impreſ- : 
ion of which, being awakened by 
the preſence of that object, leads 
deaſts neceffarily to avoid or ſeek 
it quickly. But do they poſſeſs 
that weak ſpark of. divine fire 
which animates man, 'and which 


ineſt prerogative of the human 
loul; from which we can infer, 
that brutes are capable of COncetv= 


B 3 ing 


conſtitutes the nobleſt and the . 


ing any ideas or notions of God, 


mon with the inferior creatures, 


faculty or power, a mind, which 


his conſtitution, the criterion by 


who cannot be : ſuſpected. of being 


LE: 


or of the duties enjoined by reli. 
gion? On the contrary, although 
man . participates in a corporeal 
part, and animal powers, in com- 


which adapt him to the reliſh- 
ing and enjoying of ſenſible good, 
yet he has within him au internal 


doubtleſs, the nobleſt part of 


which we are to judge of his prin- 
cipal end and higheſt happineſs, 
and which conſtitutes his chief 
diſtinction and pre- eminence over 
the brute creation. | I 

Man,“ ſays a noble writer, 


friendly 


— QQ 2 


- 
7 n 


„ 


friendly to ſuperſtition, ** is not 
« only born to virtue, friendſhip, ' | 
„ honeſty, and faith, but to reli- 


gion, piety, and a generous ſur- 
render of his mind to what hap- 


« pens from the ſupreme cauſe, 
« or order of things, which he 
« acknowledges F juſt, and 


perfect *.“ 


„% Man,” ſays adding eminent 
writer of the ſame principles, © is 
ea religious as well as a focial 
creature, made to know and. 
adore his Creator, to diſcover. 


„and obey his will r. Greater 
„powers of ene continues 


* Shafteſbury? sCharatteriſic vol. ttt, ip. 224, 
Sch edit. 


+ Bolingbroke" 8 Works vol, v. p. 9 470 a 4to. 
'B 4 | " 
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TT 
If he, and means of improvement 
„ have been meaſured out to us, 
than to other animals, that we 
4 might be able to: fulfil the ſupe- 
« rjor purpoſes of our deſtination, 
=} -- «« whereof religion is undoubtedly } 
0 ( the chief; and that in theſe the 

elevation and pre-eminence of 
d our ſpecies over the inferior ani- 
F 11 mals confifts x. 

| = It is clear, then, that man had 
| 
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an intelligent and wiſe Author of 
his being, from which it may be 
reaſonably” concluded, that man 
was originally formed and de- 
1 ſigned for religion. And, indeed, 
wuhat can be more abſurd than to 1 


_  * wenge Works, vol, vp Pour 499, 


© 8: ſuppoſe 
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ſuppoſe beings: who poſſeſs A 
ſon and intelligence to proceed from 
a blind and unintelligent cauſe ? 
If man were originally formed ane 


intended for religion, it is by no 


means diſſonant to reaſon to think, 


that, whenever the Almighty created 
man, he immediately enabled him 
to anſwer this end of his being, 


and his entering on a religious 
life. It were abſurd, indeed, to 
ſuppoſe, that when the Almighty: 
created man, he gave him only fax 
culties and powers which adapt 


him to religion, but left himwholly | 


to himſelf to acquire the know- 
ledge of religion and of his duty, 
by the mere force of his own un- 
aſſiſted reaſon and 5 
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is 10 | | 
for. had that been the caſe, and 


man had been left in his ip fancy 


wholly to himſelf, deſtitute of any 


one to cheriſh and ſupport him, 


immediate miſery and death muſt 
| have enſued; and ſuppoſing that 


by the mere ſtrength of his conſti- 
tution he had ſubdued theſe diffi- 


culties, it would have been long, 
very long, even if he poſſeſſed the 


moſt acute natural abilities, before 
he would raiſe his thoughts to 
things ſpiritual and inviſible, and 


attain ſo perfect a knowledge of 
the works of nature, as to infer 


thereby the exiſtence of the one only 
true God and his infinite perfec- 
tions: by which means he muſt 


of neceſſity be deſtitute of all re- 


1 gion, 


Gu 


ligion, and utterly incapable of 


fulfilling the higheſt end of his 


being: for, as Monteſquieu has 
moſt juſtly. obſerved, it is clear, 
that, in a ſtate of nature, man's 
« firſt ideas would not be of a ſpe- 
« culative kind: he would firſt 
think of the preſervation of his 
«+ own being, before he inveſti- 
gated his original*.*”* The moſt 


reaſonable ſuppoſition is, that the 
firſt man was formed in an adult 
ſtate ; and this 1s, according to the 


Moſaic account true in fat. - 
The hiſtory which we Forte py” 


the creation of the world, and of 


: the events connected with it, by 


* e * vol, i. weak I, * 2. 


Moſes, | 


i Moſes, contains (elpecially. if 


Potheles of the ancients, as deli- 


What harmony and unity appear 


tain accounts which we read in 


creation of the world and of our 


1 2) 


compared with the ridiculous hy- 


vered down to us by their philoſo- 
phers, poets, and hiſtorians) the 
beſt and moſt authentic account 
which we can any where find. 


conſpicuous through the whole, as 
oppoſed to the vague and uncer- 


ancient heathen writers! a circum- 
ſtance which alone, notwithſtand- 
ing all the cavils and objections | 
that have been urged againſt it, 
is a manifeſt proof that Moſes 
was an inſpired writer. In this 
account he relates ſuccinctly the 


1 firſt 
7 7 * » 


* 4 
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firſt parents, their ſituation in 


Eden, and the events immediately ; 


connected with it . He alſo, among 
many other things, introduces 
Adam | ſpeaking of the law of 
marriage, a Circumſtance which 
neceſſarily ſuppoſes 'a ' revelation 
from the Almighty reſpecting 
that and many other inſtitutions; 


This we are accordingly given te 


underſtand in more than one Paſ- 
ſage, and eſpecially in that, where, 
after our firſt parents had diſobeyed 


the expreſs command of God, and 


thereby forfeited all their title to 
his favour, Adam conceals him- 
ſelf in the Garden of Eden, and 
is called by the voice of n, 


WS. Geneli, chap, ii, 
4 
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| ( * 8 | ) 
He is queſtioned concerning the 
cauſe of his concealment : an ex- 


planation enſues, and the conſe- 


quence is the merited expulſion of 
our firſt parents from the Garden 
of Eden. Yet even here the mercy 


of the Almighty was ſhown to 


them, and he ſtill continued to 
impart to them his commands, and 
alſo to thoſe of their deſeendants 
who obeyed them with ſincerity 
and truth (of which Enoch is an 


inſtance, u ho walked with God, 


and was, for his piety, relieved 
from the pains of death * );: for, 
in proportion as men increaſed, 
they increaſed, with the exception 
of a few, in wickedneſs; inſo- 
* Geneſis, chap. v. ver. 24. 
5 17 much 


6 
much that the Almighty was pro- 
voked to deſtroy all mankind with 
a deluge, from which Noah alone 
and his family — ere the 
Soon of God. 
Here commences a new æra in 
the hiſtory of mankind; and we 
behold in Noah the ſecond parent 
of the human race; who being, as 
we are informed by Moſes, a man 
of the ſtricteſt piety, would not, 
we may conclude, permit his chil. 
dren to be ignorant of the origin of 
man, and of the hiſtory of the world 
previous to the flood. Of theſe he 
was the better able to inform them, 
as he had lived fix hundred years 
with Methuſelah, who was cotem- 
: Porary with Adam about two hun- 
dred 


(16 ) 


 dred and * years; ſo that 
we may reaſonably infer, he 
would procure the moſt authentic 
information reſpecting thoſe im- 
portant events, and of the original 
principles of religion delivered to 
our firſt parents; alſo that he re- 
tained every important point in the 
ancient religion, to which may be 
added the revelation of the divine 
will, with which, we are aſſured 
by Moſes, he was favoured, in or- 
der to be communicated by him 
to his deſcendants, - | 
The arts and ſciences * 
previouſly to the flood, having 
been generally loſt together with 
their inventors, and thoſe bo 


 exercifed them, the men who 
lived 


ceeding that event and = diſper- =_ 
ſion of mankind, could not make 1 
any progreſs in them. The whole i 
world lay before them, and man = 
would naturally wander abroad in 
ſearch of habitations ; who, re- 
moving to countries far diſtant 
from their firſt ſettlement, would 
gradually fall into a rude, uncivi- 
lized life, and almoſt wholly loſe 
the idea of the one tĩue God. The 
univerſal deluge is a circumſtance 
that could not be eaſily forgotten; 
and we accordingly find nd event, 
in the ancient world, that has been 
handed down to us better atteſted 
man this. The tradition of it has 
ſpread through the. whole. world, 


© | from 
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N 
from the continent of Aſia to that 
of America, from the Eaſt to the 
Weſt Indies, 'among' the rude in- 
| habitants of Africa, and the Eu- 
topeans *. But it was in the Eaſt, 
where Noah and his family ſettled 
immediately after the flood, that 
men aſſembled together, and firſt 
formed ſocieties and kingdoms, 
erected cities, and cultivated the 
arts and ſciences, and the moſt 
valuable reliques of ancient learn- | 
ing. were found, which were {till 
further handed down by tradition, 
after the manner of the Eaſtern 
nations, until the ages when the 


Grecian phie poets, and 


* See Grotius de Veritate Religionis Chri- 3 
O'S: 1. § 16. in notis. To 


| legit 


Idolat ry. 


( 279+) 


attainment of the iodine of. 


things divine and. human, and in 
order to be inſtructed in the ſcience 


of legiſlation ; as we are informed 
by Diodorus Siculus, Herodotus, 
and others. There too the wor- 
hip of the one true God, ſome 


veſtiges of which may be traced 
up to the moſt recondite periods of 


antiquity, continued pure and un- 
ſophiſticated, long after the reſt of 
mankind were plunged into the 
groſſeſt rudeneſs, ignorance, and 

Among the nations hich hive 
ſhone moſt conſpicuouſly in an- 
cent times, were the Aſſyrians 


and Chaldzans, the Perſians, 


C3 Phoa- 
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Phcenicians, Arabians, and: Egyp- 


of whom preſerved the worſhip 


adored the one Supreme Being in 
the earlieſt times, as their poſterity, 


early attachment to the ſcience of 


620 


tians; all, or at leaſt the majority, 


of the one true God, for ſeveral 
ages after the flood *, Of theſe, | 


the ancient Perſians appear to have 


the Guebres, or Ghaurs, do to 
this day; although for a while 
their anceſtors fell into Zabiiſm, 
or the warſhip of the heavenly 
bodies, which imputation their 


aſtronomy ſeems to have occa- 
* See Shuckford's Connexion of ſacred and 


profane Hiſtory, vol. i. p. 282, &c. 
ſioned. 


* 


they appear from the Holy Scrip- 
tures to be among the firſt corrupt- 
ers of the true ancient religion Þ; 

and we are informed alſo by 
Moſes, that the Pheœnicians and 
Canaanites profeſſed polytheiſm, 
or the worſhip: of a plurality of 
rods in his days, although, as it 
has been frequently obſerved from 
the ſame illuſtrious prophet, we 
find no traces of idolatry among 
them four hundred years before, 
when Abraham refided with them: 
the contrary is evident, from the 


d WH + Ancient Univerſal Hiſtory, val. v. book 


hilly acquitted of this charge. 
4 Joſhua, chap. xkiv. Ver. 2. 


ſoned . As to the Affyrians, 


. c. 11. § 3. where the ancient Perſians are 
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conduct of Abraham towards 
Melchiſedek a king of that coun- 
try, who is ſtyled, in more than 
one paſlage in the ſcriptures, the 
Prieſt of the Moſt High God.“ 
The ſame obſervation holds with 
regard to the Egyptians, who, 
far from diſturbing Abraham on 


| Egyptians, at leaſt part of them, 


of 11 or Ecneph, while othe 


© 


account of his religious principles, 
appear, from the relation of Mo- 
ſes, to have regarded him rather as 
a prophet of the Moſt High, 


and as his peculiar favourite. The! 


appear to have long retained the 
worſhip of the one Supreme, the 
Creator of all things, whom they 
adored at Thebes under the name 


part 


2 th 


8 


Fd 


t a ] 


parts of Egypt were involved in 


the moſt abſurd idolatry #. i With 


reſpect to the Arabians, they ſeem 


to have worſhipped the one true 
God for many ages, as appears 


from that moſt noble monument 
of antiquity, the book of Job, in 
which it is, however, hinted that 


Jabiiſm, or the worſhip of the 

heavenly bodies, was about to be 

introduced.. ; : 
From chis it appears, that in 


the eaſtern nations the primitive 
religion continued longer, and 


more pure than in other Pagan 
countries; though among them, 
* idea relpecting * one true 


+ Vid Plutarch. de Ofirid, 18 . | 
a God 


* 
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God does not ſeem to have been 


wholly obliterated, as is evi- 
dent from the teſtimonies of the 
moſt celebrated heathen — 
phers *. 
Nor is this tradition loſt among 


the inbabitants of the moſt 


barbarous lands; but, what one 
would leaſt expect, is better 
atteſted there, than in | nations 
celebrated for the perfection to 


which they carried the arts and 


ſciences. The Hottentots, for 


* See particularly Ariſtot. de Mundo, c. 6 


in Oper. p. 670. ed. 1629. Plat. de Leg. p. 600. 
in Oper. ed. 14698. Plutarch. Op. vol. ii. p. 369. 


B. ed. 1620. Cic. de Leg. I. 2. c. 7. Tuſcul. 
Queſt. I. 1. c. 28. See alſo the Divine Legation 
of Moſes, vol. i. b. 2. $ 3. pp. 112, &c. and 


> WY FLA 


6 
inſtance, and the negroes of Gui 
nea, both 'acknowledpe one Su- 
preme Being, but believe he is too 
far above us to take notice of us, 
and therefore they pay him no kind 
of homage or worſhip.; but they 
adore, the former an evil ſpirit, 

the latter a multitude of other 
deities, It is to be obſerved, that 
the genius and notions of theſe 
people are ſo confined; that their 
ideas reſpecting a Supreme Being 
can be ſcarcely ſuppoſed to pro- 
ceed from their own reaſoning, 
but muſt be derived from the re- 
mains of ſome ancient tradition 
handed down to them by their 
anceſtors, of whoſe opinions and 
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cuſtoms they are very tenacious *. 


The ſame obſervation will apply, 
in part at leaſt, to the different 


tribes of India, according to the 


ancient and modern accounts of that 
country F, to the inhabitants of 


the Iſle of Ceylon in the Eaſt In- 
dies 4, the North Americans &, 
and the Peruvians, before the In- 
cas civilized them, as we are in- 


formed id, Garcilaſſo de la Vega. 


) / 


* Kolben's Aron of the Cape of Dione 


Hope, vol. i. c. 8; and Boſmann' s Account of 
Guinea. | | 


+ Philipps's Account of the Religion, &c. 
of the People of aber. | 
4 Ibid. 


8 Joſeph d' Acoſta de procuranda Warum 


Salute, 1. 5. p. 475 folio-ed, dee allo Lafitau's 
Meeurs de W 


2 


— 


From 


9279 
From this it appears, that there 
are traces of the belief of one ſu- 
preme Deity, among almoſt every 
individual nation in the whole 
world, even the moſt barbarous; 
which can only be aſcribed to the 
remains of an ancient religion, 
which was handed down from the 
firſt parents of mankind tradition- 
ally. But, in the courſe of time, 
this venerable doctrine became ſo 
obſcured, as to be almoſt imper- 
ceptible, from the multiplicity of 
idolatries, with which it was co- 
vered. While ſome nations who 
pretended to acknowledge a Su- 
preme Being, paid him no wor- 


ſhip at all, others confounded his 
2 wich that of idol-deities, 


A 
* 
* 
a 
+ F : 
: 8 Ka 
4 * ht A "+, 1 * 
= | - Peay > — hs, © 
3 


N 
. 


great ** of which being in- 


troduced from time to time, and 


diverted the people's attention from 
the worſhip of the one true God, 
that, as hath been moſt juſtly ob- 


ſezved, in the crowd of wrong 


e notions, and inventions of rites, 


the world had almoſt loſt fight | 
of the only true God®,” Such 
was the ſtate of religion among 


mankind at the time our Saviour 
appeared about eighteen hundred 
years ago; ſo that there was great 
need of ſome extraordinary di- 


vine interpoſition to bring men 


back from it. 


Aa % >, 
* Locke 8 Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtianity, 


in his works, vol. . p. 530, 5317. 


ie r 
SR TP, e 
„„ * —. 734." , 6 21 
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ſanctioned by public authority, o 


But 


4 


„ 

But we are not to ſuppoſe, that 
on the ſeparation and diſperſion: of 
mankind over the whole face” of 
the earth, when men firſt afſem- 
bled together, and formed ſocie- 
ties and nations, they fell ſud- 
denly into this groſs ſuperſtition. 
This is by no means the caſe; it 
will not, therefore, I truſt; be im- 
proper, if, before I conclude this 
head, I notice ſome of the chief 
gradations, which effected this 

perverſion of mankind from the 
right knowledge and worſhip of 
the only true God, and diffuſed it 

{o univerſally among men, and eſ- 
pecially thoſe heathen. nations, 
amidſt whom the arts and fcienceg 


— > — — ns I. < joy - 
4 * . i 
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6 
have made the greateſt ad vances 
towards perfection. nc | 

The firſt corruption of Abi, 


and deviation from the worſhip of 
; the one true God, was, as we are 


informed by Moſes, the worſhip 


of heaven and the heavenly bo- 


dies. This account of that il- 


luſtrious prophet is corroborated 


by the united teſtimony of other 
ancient writers . The Egyptians, 
Aſſyrians, and Chaldeans, ſeem to 
have been the firſt nations who 
followed this ſuperſtitious wor- 
ſhip. In the firſt ages of the 


world, men chiefly followed the 
paſtoral: life. That way of living 


* Diodor. Sicul. 1. 1. Euſebii Preparatio. 


Evangelica, l. i. c. . 


afforded 


* 


6 

afforded them both leiſure and 6b. 
portunity to obſerve the ſtars and 
their influences; and we accord- 
ingly find that they applied them- 
ſelves very early to judicial aſtro- 
logy. By indulging their ſpecu- 
lations, they gradually came to 
regard the heavenly bodies as in- 
telligent beings, and to pay to 
weng and particularly to the ſun *, 

that worſhip which - was due to 
the only true God. Thoſe nations 
were followed by the ancient Ara- 
bians + and the Perſians}, who 
"ou early fell into the 1 of 1 


* Fuſcbii 3 ee i. . 10 
Job, ehap. xxxi. ver. 26, 28. 
Ancient Univerfal d vol. 5 
. 11.50 


payin | 
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paying their worſhip to the ſun, 
moon, and ſtars; but this latter 
nation was afterwards reclaimed to 
the worſhip of the one true God. 
From theſe nations this ſuper- i 
ſtition was introduced among the 
J 

a 

V 


Greeks *, and the other nations of 
the Weſt, principally by the philo- 
ſophers, who travelled into the F 
Eaſt, and thoſe legiſlators, who in MM ; 


the early ages emigrated thence, { 
and carried with them their Ml 1 
knowledge and religion, and civi- n 
lized the rude inhabitants of the . 


weſtern hemiſphere, The ancient 
Indian Brahmins alſo, as we are 


| | il 
* Platon. Oper. P. 263. B. ed. 1590, Ariſ- 
tot. Metaphyſ. I. 14. c. 8. in vol. ii. Operum, 
P- 1003. ed. Parif, Cic. de Nat. Deor. l. 2. c. 2. 
e informed. 


„ 
informed by Philoſtratus, and the 


Chineſe both ancient and mo- 


dern *, adore the ſun, moon, and 
ſtars; as Iikewiſe do the Tonquin- 
eſe, as Tavernier infofms us, 


and the Eaſtern Tartars +. The 


Libyans werfhipped only the ſun 
and moon but the Maſſagetæ 


worſhipped the ſun alone, to whom 
they immolated a horſe, The 
ſame planet was alſo worſhipped 
by the Mexicans, Peruvians, and 
the inhabitants of the Terra Firma 


in Ameriea, thoſe of New Gra- | 


* Nas 8 een of China, i in Cloth 


W's Voyages, vol, i. p. 74, 84, 85. 

| + Grimſton's s States and 88 p. 701. 5 
+ Herod. 1. 4. c. 188. 

; Strab. b. 11. 
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nada, the Canary and Philippine 


Iſlands, the ancient nations of 
Africa, and the ancient Gauls, 
Germans, and other nations of 
Europe *. Hart 

Thus have 1 endeavoured to 
7 give a ſuccinct view of that firſt 
corruption of the worſhip of the 
only true God, the worſhip of 


the Hoſt of Heaven”, as it is 


emphatically ſtyled in ſcripture, 
which 1 cannot better conclude 
than by adding the accurate de- 
lineation of it which the elegant 


author of the Book of —— 


* Millar's „ Hiſtory of the W of 
Chriſtianity, vol. ii, where the religion of theſe 
nations is fully conſidered, 

EY 1 has 


6 


has given us: Surely,“ fays he, 


«« vain are all men by nature, who 
are ignorant of God, and could 


not out of the good things that 
are ſeen, know him that is: 
„neither by . conſidering the 
„works did they conſider the 


© workmaſter ; but deemed either 


© or the circle of the ſtars, or 
the violent water, or the lights 
„of heaven, to be the gods 


0 which govern the world. With 


'* whoſe beauty, if they, being 


delighted, took them to be 
gods, let them Rnow, how 
much better the Lord of them 
is: for the firſt author cf beau- 


* ty hath created them. But if 
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de they were aſtoniſhed at their 
«« power and virtue, let them un- 


derſtand, by them, bow much 


© mightier he is, that made them; 
« for by the greatneſs and beauty 
of the creation, proportionably 
„ the Maker of them is ſeen .“ 

A ſecond kind of idolatry which 


weaned men from the worſhip of 
the one true God, was the adora- 


tion which they paid to men, and 


heroes, who, for their virtues, or 


the benefits conferred by them on 
mankind, were deified, and had 
pillars and ſtatues conſecrated, 


and feſtivals dedicated to them +. 


* Wiſd. chap, xili. ver. 1—5. 
_ + Euſeb. Præpar. Evangel. I. 2. c. 9. 
| Tele 


* 
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Theſe ſtatues and pillars appear 
to have been intended originally 


merely for their honour, but af- 


terwards became religious ceremo- 


nies, and men gradually regarded 
and adored them as deities. This 


worſhip prevailed very carly 


among the ancient heathens, as 


we are informed by the author of 


the Book of Wiſdom, who, al- 
luding to this cuſtom, fays:: 


+ Thus in proceſs of time an un- 


godly cuſtom, grown ſtrong, 
„was kept as a law, and graven 
images were worſhipped by the 
« commandment of kings*.” It 
appears from the dne Ae 


1 Wiſd. chap. XIV, ver. 405 
„CVVT 
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of ancient heathen writers *, that 
molt of the chief objects of pagan 
worſhip had been originally men, 
the principal of whom, Jupiter, 
was honoured (as were alſo, though 
in a leſs degree, the other deities) 
with the names and attributes of 
the only true God, to whom, how- 
ever, they did not heſitate to aſ- 
cribe the moſt criminal and inde- 
cent actions . It has been aſſert- 
ed, that the pagan polytheiſm was 
only the worſhipping of the one 


* Cic. de Nat. Deor. I. 2. c. 15 and 23. Cic. 
Tuſc. Quæſt. L 1. c. 12, 13. Heſiod. Theogon. 
v. 453 & ſeq. 
7 Plaut. Amphitruo, in Prolog; v. 23, 45, 139- 
AR. 5. ſcen. 1. lin, 64. Ovid, 19 888 1. 2, 
v. 402, 850, 1. 
Supreme 


( 399 ) 
Supreme Bein & under various appel- 
lations ; but this hypotheſis has 
been moſt ably examined, and re- |. 
futed, by Dr. Leland, who bas fully .=- 
proved, that the Jupiter Capitoli- | 
nus of the Romans was not the true 


God, but the chief of the pagan = 
deities *, The ancients, it is to be [0 
' obſerved, in their addreſſes to their | Th 
deities, invoked them at firſt under g | 
a variety of names and epithets, i i 
which they imagined were gratify- ö iq 
ing to them, but afterwards adored * | 
thoſe names as ſo many diſtin&t 8 
and ſeparate gods Tf. 40 * 
* Advantage and Neceſfity of the Chriſtian 14 
Revelation ſhown from the State of Religion in : 
the ancient Heathen World, vol. i. p. 116—123. : 


+ Selden.de Diis Syris, Proleg, C. 3 Nel 
ll | Abad 
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Another cauſe of the progreſs of 


idolatry among mankind is the 


converſion of the ſymbols and 


images of the gods into the 


gods - themſelves *; to which 


may be added their phyſiolo- 


Their pbyſiglogers, or thoſe 
who firſt began to philoſophize on 


the nature of things, were prin- 
cipally poets, who made deities 


of the things of nature, of parts 
of the univerſe, and of every 
thing that was beneficial, and 
even things and animals hurt- 


ful and pernicious to mankind . 


* Plutarch. Oper, vol. ii, p. 379. D. E. Phi- | 


lonis Oper. p. 355. E. 


+ Cicero de Nat. Deor. 1.2. 2. C. 14. "i x. c. 15. 


1 2. C. 23.1. 3. 5. Cicero, de Leg. l, 2 . 


Plin. Hiſt, Nat. 1. 2. c. 7 | 
4 Not 


0 ( 41 ) 


Not content with crumbling,” 
according to Dr, Cudworth, the 
one ſimple Deity into ſeveral 
parts, and ' multiplying it into 
many gods *; they ſuppoſed ' 
the Almighty to be all things, and 
conſequently to be adored in every 
thing, and even paid their deyotions 
to evil beings , in which practice 
they are followed by ſeveral na- 
tions in Aſia, Africa, and America, 
which have not yet received the 
goſpel r. 

Much has 128 . in favour 


of the ancient myſteries, but at 


* Cudworth's Intellectual Sy ſtem, p. 532. 
Herbert de Religione Gentilium, p. 133, 134. 

Plutarch. Oper. vol. ii. p. 361, 362, 880. 
Millar's Hiſt. of the Propagation of Chri- 


, vol. ii. C, ny : b {t 
E 


1 1 #9 
beſt they could only promote the 
practice of virtues merely ſocial, 
and deter men from ſuch practices 
as might be obnoxious, or hurtful < 

to ſociety *. In the coutfe of time 
they became greatly corrupted, 
and conſequently could not but 
have a bad effect on the people , 

and tend to confirm them in their 
idolatrous practices: this evil was 

not a little increaſed by the ambi- 


guity and obſcurity which the 
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* See the © Advantage and Neceſſity of the 
Chriſtian Revelation, vol. i. c. 8. where ths 
is amply diſcuſſed.” 2 

+ Divine Legation of Moſes, vol. 1. 1. 2. 8 
4. p. 195. Arnobius adverſus Gentes, |. 5. 


ancient 


Sb 


1 
ancient philoſophers affected, and 
which could not but incapacitate 
them for teaching the people reli- 
gion, by their generally expreſſing 
themſelves in a polytheiſtic ſtrainF, 
and addreſſing a plurality of deities 
even in their moſt ſerious diſ- 
courſes. This, their conduct, 


they defended, and juſtified with 


* Dr. Leland's Advantage and Neceſſity 
&c. vol. i. c. 11. 


I. Divine Legation of Moſes, vol. i. I. 2. 


93. p. 112. Xenophon. Memorahjlia Socratis, 


|. 4. $19, Platon. Oper. p. 664. ed. 1590. 


Cicero de Nat. Deor. I. 2. c. 4. I. 3. c. 3. Ci- 


cero Tuſcul. Diſput, l. 1. c. 13. Cicero de Le- 
gibus, 1. x, c. re Senec. Epiſtol. 117. 
Epictet. Enchiridion. c. 38. Epictet. Diſſertat. 
J. 1. c. 1. § . c. 29. f 3. I. 4. c. 4. 86. Anto- 


nin. Meditation, 1. 2. $ 11. and many other paſ- 
ſages diſperſed through the of that Em- 


all 


peror's meditations. 
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all their abilities and learning, re- 


| commending the worſhip of infe- 
rior gods, under the pretence that 


it tended to the honour of the Su- 
preme®, palliating the moſt ab- 


ſurd and ridiculous parts of their 
Poetical theology, by allegorizing 


the moſt indecent fables, apolo- 
gizing for the ridiculous worſhip 
of animals by the Egyptians? 


and even urging idolatries, abſurd 


in the extreme, as being neceſſary 
to deter the Nenn from irreligion 
and atheiſm 8. 

Thus have I attempted to exhi- 
bit a ſuccinct account t of the more 


* A aol Nen, &e. vob. i. c. 
16. throughout. | 
\ Ibid. Ibid. 8 ibid. | 
| remarkable 


1 
remarkable gradations, by which 
was effected the total aliena- 
tion“ of men's minds from the 
and their giving of | themſelves 
up to idolatry and unclean- 
neſs; ſo that thee whole world 
lay in wickedneſs ;” and from 
this, I truft, that whoever pe- 
rufes this brief view of the ancient 
religion, cannot but be convinced 
of the neceſſity of an immediate 
divine revelation to reclaim man- 
kind from ſuch grofs e 


* I except from this account the ancient 

Perſians and the Jews, who (though. it muſt be 

confeſſed that they fell very early into idolatry, 

yet they were reclaimed) worſhip to this "” 
the one Supreme God. | 

7 1 John, v. 19. | 

1 STEW and 
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* 46 F 
and idolatry; ; "ys" that ſuch reve- 
lation could not be unfolded to men 
better, than by ſome divine perſon, 
or at leaſt one, who ſhould not 
only be a man of the moſt exem- 
plary piety and charity, but a 
teacher, and who ſhould ſet an 
example of univerſal benevolence. 
Such a teacher and prophet (if 1 
may uſe the expreſſion) was found 
in the perſon of the Inſtitutor of our 
moſt holy religion, who not only 
voluntarily relinquiſhed the joys of 
heaven to reclaim mankind from 
their wickedneſs, to effect which 
he performed the moſt ſignal mi- 
racles, but alſo meckly ſubmitted 
1 himſelf to be executed ignomi- 
Will niouſly as a criminal, for their re- 
; | Ce demption. 
| 1 | 
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FF © 
demption. How thankful, then, 
ought we to be for the ſalutary 
light afforded us by his word! 
With what gratitude ought we to 
offer up our praiſes and thankſ- 
givings to the Almighty, for the 
advantages we enjoy in the poſſeſ- 
ſion of the holy ſcriptures, to 
direct and conſole us amidſt all 
the wein of life! 


* 


De Exiſtence of our Saviour proved 
From the united Teſtimonies of 
Authors both friendly, and ini. 

| mical to the Fe Revela- 


Tuts is a circumffance, which 
is confeſſed not only by the whole 
' claſs of Chriſtians of every ſect, 
who are diſperſed throughout the 
whole world; but alſo by the Jews, 
eſpecially by their prophets, who 
foretold the coming of Chriſt very 
many years before he appeared, as 
might be ſhown from numberleſs 
paſſages from the Old Teſtament, 
and by ſeveral ancient writers, both 
_ 


_U-89)) 
Pagan and Chriſtian, The Chriſ- 
tians derive their name expreſſſy 
from him, Auctor nominis 
« ejus Chriſtus, fays Tacitus, 
qui Tiberiv imperitante per Pro- 
« curatorem Pontium Pilatum 
ſupplicio affectus erat. i. e. The 
author of that name was Chriſt, 
* who was put to death in the 
reign of Tiberius, by Pontius 
„ Pilate, the Procurator (of Ju- 
dea) *.“ This teſtimony of Ta- 
* citus is confirmed -by the re- 


= Tacit. Annal. I. 18. c. 44. They firſt res 
ceived this name at Antioch, as we are informed 
by Suidas (in voce X gif, about the end of 
Claudius's reign,” wha baniſhed them from 
Rome, “ Judzos impulſore Chreſto aſſidue tu - 


© multuantes Roma W 8 2 in 
Claudio. c. 25. 


E ” peated 


(902) - 
peated references, or appeak, 
which are made by the early ape- 
logiſts “ for Chriſtianity to the acts 
of Pilate; that is, thoſe memoirs 
or accounts of his tranſactions, 
which took place during his go- 
vernment, which he, as well a8 
other procurators, or governors, 
tranſmitted to Rome. The au- 
> thenticity of theſe acts of Pilate is | 
yet further confirmed, in that they 
have never been -controverted or 
called into queſtion by the moſt | 
inveterate adverſaries of Chriſtia- 
nity; but, on the contrary, they 
are frequently cited with appro- 
bation, eſpecially by the Emperor 


* Eſpecially Tuſtin Martyr, p. 76, and Ter- 
2 Apol. C. 21. | 


J alian, 


K 
julian, and ſome others, Who 
take occaſion from thence to n 
the followers of Chriſt. irre 
The Jews, who lived * after 
thoſe times, therefore, as we are 
informed by Buxtorf, called our 
Saviour the man that was hanged; 
that is, ſuſpended on the croſs; 
There is alſo a paſſage in Lucian, 
in which he reviles tbe Chriſtians 

for abandoning the magnificent 
worſhip of the Pagan gods, in 
order to adore, or worſhip, an 
impoſtor, Who had dn eru- 
bh citied'®. NB wy 


* To 1 * rac ext6voy | cob. S N * af | 
o Lucian de morte per. p. 996, See 
alſo Joſephus. Antiquit. I. 18. c. 3. who, though 
he was a Jew, bears an honourable teſtimony o 
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Chriſtians were deterred, or inti- 


midated by theſe reproaches from 
profeſſing Chriſt. On the con- 


trary, it appears from the goſpels, 


as well as from other parts of the 
New Teſtament, that, both during 


_ Chriſt's life, and immediately 
after his death, there were im- 


menſe numbers of perſons, who 


profeſſed his doctrines, and en- 


dured with the utmoſt conſtancy 
the extremeſt tortures, rather than 
they would deny him. Beſides 
the Apoſtles, there are ſeveral of | 


the ancient fathers (who lived very 
early after the paſſion of Chriſt) 


ho confirm this; viz. Tatian, 


Irenbius, Tertullian, Euſebius, and, 
among 


SS T2 

among many others, Origen, who 
bears the. following noble - teſti- 
mony to the eonſtaney and forti 

tude of the Chriftians : * They,” 
ſays he, rather choſe to undergo 
any torments than acknowledge 
jupiter to be God. For,“ con- 
tinues he, *e Wwe do not regard Ju- 
piter and Sabaoth (in Hebrew, 
the Lord of Hoſts) as the fame, 
„nor do we conſider Jupiter as 
any divinity at all; and if the 
'« Egyptians produce to us their 
Ammon, ' threatening us with 
„death, we will die rather than 
call Ammon God x. Totheſe 
may be added, che further teſti- 


+ Origen, coats; Cell. 1. 5. 2. . Ea 
Cantabr. . 


E 3 monies 
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{ 54 ) 
monies of Tacitus, and Suetonius, 
both eminent hiſtorians, who flou- 
riſhed about ſeventeen centuries 
fince, who both agree in telling us 
that the Chriſtians endured the 
greateſt perſecutions with wonder- 
ful conſtancy, ** There was,” 

, fays Tacitus, a very great mul- 
„ titude of | Chriſtians not only in 

+ Judea, but alſo in the city 

* (Rome), whom Nero perſe- 

«© cuted with ſuch barbarous cru- 

«+ eltyas excited even the compadſ- 

_ «©, fjonof their enemies *. The 
* Chriſtians,” ſays Suetonius, 
were ſeverely tortured, a claſs 
of men * a new and 


* Tacit. Annal. 1. 15. c. 44+ Ed. Amſtel, 
1673. 


„ perniciou⸗ 


6 a Þ 
«« pernicious ſuperſtition®,” The 
younger Pliny, alſo, who was the 
friend of the Emperor Trajan, 
and employed to perfecute | the 
Chriſtians, in a letter to that em- 
peror, in which he gives them a 
moſt excellent character as to their 
meeknefs and moral behaviour, 
fays, that ** many of every age and 
„rank, and of both ſexes, are 
infected with this ſuperſtition. 
„That the contagion of it had 
'* penetrated not only the city, 
„but alſo the villages.” He 
adds, that till he n to execute 
the laws againſt them, the temples 


* àfflicti ſuppliciis Chriſtiani, genus homi- 
num ſuperſtitionis nove © et. malefice,'* Sue- 
ton. in Ner. C 106. 


„ were, 


.CC 


_ . 5 
were almoſt forſaken and the 
ſolemn ſacrifices for a long time 
** diſcontinued, and that there 
could be ſcarcely found any to 
purchaſe victims for them. 
This teſtimony is yet further 


* 


K 


confirmed by Tertullian, who ſays, 


with exultation, that every place, 
except the temples, were filled 
with the profeſſors 6f Chriſtianiiy: 
he adds, that if they were to re- 
tire, whole cities and provinces 
would be deſtitute of 1nhabit- 
ants . 
From the coincidence of the 
evangeliſts with the above-cited 
hiſtorians, it is clear, then, that 


\ 


* Plin, Epiſt. I. 10. Ep. 97. 
+ Tertullian. Apol, c. 37. 
a 1 there 


— 
SQ 


Ta 


| there was a man named Jeſys 


_ Chriſt, who was born in the xeiga 
of Auguſtus, and was crucified in 
that of Tiberius. It appears alo, 
that Chriſt taught doctrines utterly 
ſubverſive of the. religious ſyſtem 
then received ; that by the moſt 
exemplary purity and holinefs of 
his life, and the meekneſs and hu- 


mility of his manners; his ſublime 


and ſerious exhortations of man- 


kind to repentance, inſomuch that 


his moſt inveterate enemies were 


obliged to confeſs, that never 


„man ſpake like this man, and 
that **he taught as one having 
5 authority ; and above all, by 
the wonderful miracles he wrought, 


the 
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„ 
the Son of God: ſo that great 
multitudes, not only during his 
life, but alſo after his death, by the 
miniſtry of his diſciples, the Apoſ- 
tles, believed on him, and profeſ- 

ked his doctrines. 7 
It is well known, that thoſe who 
firſt propagated. Chriſtianity, wrote 
accounts of the life, doctrines, and 
miracles of their Lord and Maſter 
Jeſus Chriſt, This is acknow- 
ledged by the moſt inveterate foes 
of Chriſtianity, who, as we are 
informed by the early fathers, 
_ confeſs, that the Chriſtians have 
books of a very ancient date, ſome 
coeval with the times to which they 
refer, and others written fifteen or 
fixteen centuries ſince; which 
by contain 


1 
contain the principles of the Chrif- 
tian faith. We are alſo informed 
by the ſame writers, that ſeveral 
ſpurious works were | publiſhed, 
and attributed to the Apoſtles; the 
conſequence of which was, a cri- 
tical inveſtigation of them, and the 
eftabliſhment of the authenticity 
of thoſe books, which now con- 
ſtitute the New Teſtament, eſpe- 
cially that part of it called the Goſ- 
pels, which were written by four 
of Chriſt's difciples, who are dif- 
_ tinguiſhed with the name of the 
Evangeliſts. 
The chief writers in che New 
Teſtament, are, Matthew, John, 
Peter, Paul, and Luke, who was 


Paul's companion in all his travels 
_ and 
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and dangers ; all of whom, ex- 
cept Paul (Who was converted 


culous manner), were the im- 


mediate diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt, 


ſo that they could not but be tho- 


roughly informed of the truth of 
the facts they relate 5, The ſame 
remark will apply to James, who 
was either an apoſtle, or, as ſome 
will have 9, very nearly related to 


our Lord; and was by the Apoſtles 


made Biſhop of Jeruſalem, They, 


* Acts, c. xx. &c. Gor, c. iv. v. 14. 
2 Tim. c. iv. v. 11. Philem. 24. | 

+ Acts, c. ix. v. 19. 

John, c. xv. v. 27. Adds, c. 2 21, 22. 
1 John, c. i. v. 1. 

8 Vid. Euſeb. Hiſt, Keel, J. 2. e. 21 and 2.3. 


as 


6629 

as well as the other writers of the 
New Teſtament, were all eye- wit⸗ 
neſſes of Chriſt's miracles, and the 
wonderful effect his preaching had 
on the people, and cannot there- 
fore be ſuſpected of having vrit- 
ten any thing with an intent to de- 
ceive mankind ; eſpecially as at 
the time they publiſhed their writ- 
ings, very many witneſſes were 
ſtill living, who had not only be- 
held Chriſt himſelf performing 
mung amiable and benevolent 
acts, which form the moſt promi 
nent feature in his character (and 
which alone, one would think, 
muſt be a eonvineing proof of his 
divine miſſion), but had alſo actu- 
ally beheld him aliye again, after 
I his 


/ 
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his glorious reſurrection . And 
it would be abſurd, not to ſay im- 
poſſible, that ſo many ſhould con- 


ſpire to propagate a fal ſehood, eſ- 
pecially at a time, when even to 


attend the miniſters of Chriſt, 


much leſs to profeſs his faith, ex- 
poſed them to the ſevereſt perſecu- 
tions, and moſt imminent danger 
of their lives. Beſides, it rarely 
happens that any one is guilty of 
a fal ſehood without having ſome 


advantage, either immediate or 
remote, in view. The firſt teach- 


ers of Chriſtianity could have none. 
They could not aſpire to honours, 


for all honour was at that time in 


After that he was foon of 3 five 
hundred bretbren at once. 1. Cor. c. xv. v. 6. 


the 


the hands of the Jews and Hea- 


thens, who reviled and perſecuted 
them with unrelenting ſeverity. 
They could not expect to gain by 


it any worldly wealth, ſince their 
profeſſion expoſed their eſtate to 
diminution by | exceſſive fines, if 
it were not wholly ſequeſtered. 


They could not be prevailed. upon 


by any temporal advantages or 


comforts tobe guilty of a falſehood, 
nor-could they expect any ſucceſs 
in the propagation of their tenets, 
which were every where oppoſed 
by the ruling powers, unleſs they 
had ſome divine promiſe of it; 
and from their very great ſucceſs, 
notwithſtanding the numerous ob- 
ſtacles that concurred to retard 
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( 64 ) E | 
them, by the ſtoning of one *, the 
murder of another , and the diſ- 
perſion and repeated impriſon- 


ments of others, of the Apoſtles, 
it may be literally ſaid; that ** it 


«4 was the finger of God, and 


that God was amongſt themy.” 


Except Paul (who was ſkilled 
in all an of che jews], 
and who, had he continued to fol- 


low the errors of his fathers, 


might not have deſpaired of attain- 
ing the higheſt honours, all which 
he renounced, and reſolved to teach 
nought 0 ſave Jeſus Chriſt, and 


9 


* 88 vid. Ads, c. vii. v. $9. 

F James, who was beheaded, Acts, c. xil. v.2. 
E. Exod: TR Ville v. 19. ; c 
d 1 Cor. c. xiv. v. ag. 
Adds, c. xxii. v. 3. 


e him 


(of 6s ) 
him erueified *, 5 all the other 
Apoſtles were plain, illiterate men, 
and had, as they themſelves frankly 
] confeſs, followed the meaneſt oc- 
cupations &, and been notorious 
W cvil livers}, who were utterly” 1g- 
norant of languages, till the de- 
ſcent of the Holy Spirit upon 
hem, as their Divine Maſter 
promiſed them on his departure], 
who alſo conferred upon them 


* L Cor.. Co ll. V. 2. 


+ Matt, c. iv. v. 18—2 f. a 6. v. v. 10. 
+ Matt. c. ix. v. 10. 


5 Adds, e. i. v. 3, 4. c. x. v. 46. c. xx, v. 6. 
1 Cor. c. xii. v. 10, 28, 30. c. xiii. v. 1, 8. 0. xiv. 
V. 2, 4—6, 9, 1 3, 14, 18, 1922,23, 26, 27, 39. 


John, d. xiv. v. ys 50, 17. Mark, c. xvis 
V. 17. 
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other miraculous powers v. Con- 


trary to the cuſtom of thoſe who 
go about repeating idle tales, 

. which will not bear the teſt of 
truth, they detail their accounts of 
. their Maſter's words, actions, and 
. miracles, plainly, ſeriouſly, with- 
out affectation, and in a truly edi- 
fying and devout manner, frankly 


declaring every thing that came to 
their knowledge, and of which 
they themſelves were eye- witneſſes. 
And what cannot but reflect the 
higheſt honour on their integrity | 
is, their noble confeſſion reſpect- 


* Acts, c. iii. v. 1—8. c. viii, v. 6—10. 


40. ix. V. 36—41. Co X1lls v. 9— 11. C. xiv. v. 


8—10. c. xvi. v. 16—18. C. xix. V. 6. O. XX. v. 
911. 2 Cor. C. xii. v. 12. Hebr. C, li. V. 4. 


ing 


a . 

: ing their Lord and Maſter, whoſe 
country they- acknowledge to be 
univerſally deſpiſed *, whoſe bizth 
and education was mean , whoſe 
circumſtances were indigentZ; 
that he was accuſed (notwithſtand- 
ing the miracles he performed, 
and the purity and holineſs of his 
life and manners), of the moſt 
heinous crimes 9, and, finally, that 
he was hurried away by the joint 
fury of both ralers and AO | 


* John, Coh V OG 
+ Luke, c. ji. v. 3—6. Matt. 13. v. 55. 
Mark, c. vi. v. 3. 
t Matt, c. viii. v. 20. Luke c. viii. v. 3. 
$ Matt. c. ix. v. 3, 26, 65. C. Xi. v. 19. Luke, 
e. vii. v. 34. c. XxXIli. v. 2. John, c. v. v. 16. 
. c. vii. v. 20. c. Vills Ve 48. Ce I, Vo 36. g. X. 
Y. 20, 31—38. . xix. V. 12. | | 
* | F 2 and 
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and put to death in the moſt igno- 


minious manner . All theſe cir- 
cumſtances, and many others re- 
ſpecting their diſobedience to ſo be- 
ME : 

nevolent a Maſter, and their con- 
tentions both during his life F, and 


after his death}, they narrate with 


the utmoſt impartiality, repreſent- 
ing facts as they really happened, 


without any exaggeration, or di- 


minution, nor heeding whether 
they paſſed through honour or 
„ diſhonour, through evil report, 
or through good report §.“ 
Theſe circumſtances alone are 


* Matt. c. xxvii. v. 32—4. 

+ Matt. c. xx. v. 20—8. 

4 Acts, c. xv. v. 37-39. | 

$ a Cor, c. vi. v. 8. Dr. Dodderidge's verſion. 
convincing 


( 6 ) 


convincing proofs of the truth of 


the Goſpel, and of the facts there- 
in recorded, Yet if any one were 
fill inclined to diſpute the truth of 
Chriſtianity and the divine miſſion 
of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 


Chriſt, to redeem mankind from 


fn and death, there remain ſome 
proofs to be adduced, which will, 


1 truſt, effectually obviate + _ 


doubts, and theſe are: 


_ Firſt, The great fucceſs of the 
Apoſtles during the whole of their 
miſſion, in healing diſeaſes, recall- 


ing the dead to life, and, above 
all, the immenſe numbers of peo- 
ple who, as I have already hinted, 
embraced the Chriſtian faith, not- 


withſtanding the almoſt inſuper- 
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able obſtacles which oppoſed it, 
of which we have a complete ac- 
count in that part of the New Teſ- 

tament called the Acts of the A poſ- 
tles, which very early received the 
ſanction of the moſt accurate critics 
in ſacred literature of thoſe times: 
Secondly, The remarkable co- 
incidence of the prophecies (which 
were uttered very many centuries 
before the appearance of Chriſt) 
with the New Teſtament, in which 
we find them literally accompliſh- 
ed; and alſo the predictions con- 
cerning the ſudden and vaſt propa- 
gation of Chriſtianity, its perpe- 
tual duration, the rejection of it by 
many Jews, and the embracing of 
it by the Gent iles, the animoſity 
of 


8 ) 


G 5 ˙ 


of the Jews againſt the profeſſors 
of Chriſtianity, the very ſevere 
and barbaxous perſecutions they 
were to endure, and, laſtly, con: 
cerning the ſiege and utter deſtruc- 
tion of Jeruſalem, and of the 
Temple, and the exquilite miſe- 
ries the Jews were to undergo: 
and, „ % 30 8 oe 
' Thirdly, The miracles perform- 
ed after the apoſtolic. ages, par- 
ticularly the caſting. out of der 
mons, or evil pinie, by Chriſti- 
Als. 
Firſt, The great ſucceſs as the - 
| Apoſtles, during the whole courſe 
of their miſſion, in healing diſ- 
caſes, recalling the dead te life, 
and, above all, the immenſe num- 
| F 4 bers 


bers of people who embraced the 

_ Chriſtian faith, notwithſtanding 

the almoſt inſuperable obſtacles 
which concurred to oppoſe it. 

The firſt profeſſors of Chriſti- 

anity were by no means merely 

ignorant or illiterate perſons, who 

5 might be ſuppoſed to be hurried 

into a belief of Chriſt through a 

thoughtleſs enthuſiaſm ; but we 

have inftances of many perſons of 

quality and rank, who poſſeſſed a 

" ſound judgment, and were not ig- 

norant of letters; men of ſteady 

„ and thoughtful tempers, ready 

to inveſtigate the truth, and ca- 

«+ pable of judging of its evi- 

* dences; ſuch as Sergius Pau- 

ss, 


46 4% 5 


lus, Pro- conſul of Cyprus s, Di- 
onyſius the AreopagiteF, Poly- 
carp, Tuſtin, Irenzus, Athena- 
gorus, Origen, Tertullian, Cle- 
ment of Alexandria, and many 
others, moſt of whom have been 
an ornament to Chriſtianity, by 
their writings in its defence Lak 
moſt all of whom were educated in 
other religious ſyſtems, and who 
cannot be ſuppoſed to have em- 
braced Chriſtianity (reviled and 
| perſecuted as it was), but from 
a firm conviction (arifing from that 
diligent inveſtigation which it is 
the duty of every thinking and 
conſiderate man to make in all af- 
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* Acts, c. xili. . 7 
+ Acts, c. xvil. v. 34. 


fairs 
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(a 2 
fairs of moment) that it was a 
true religion ſupported by the moſt 
convincing teſtimonies, which had 
increaſed. exceedingly from the 
miracles which its firſt teachers, 
the Apoſtles and Diſciples of 
Chriſt, had wrought; as healing 
by the voice alone, and publicly 
too, the molt inveterate diſeaſes, 
recalling the dead to life, caſting 
out demons, and from many other 
miracles of a fimilar nature, 
which cannot be aſcribed to any 
natural or infernal power, but muſt 
proceed wholly from God, For, 
as the Divine Founder of Chriſti- 
anity has , moſt juſtly obſerved, 
How can Satan caſt out Satan? 
* Every Kingde divided againſt 
itſelf 


* 
1 — Ew x A . % " & 
N TIS * ry of pe 
* wo 1 EL" 
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: 8 . x " 


+. —— ac q 
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E 1 
e itſelf cannot ſubſiſt, but is 
« brought to deſolation: and 
every city, or houſe, divided 
« againſt itſelf, cannot ſtand; but 
« falleth.” And again, If Sa- 
tan riſe up againſt himſelf and 
«© caſt out Satan, he is divided 
«© againſt himſelf ; how then ſhall 
«© his kingdom ſubſiſt? He can- 
not ſtand, but has a period *.“ 
Nor was Chriſtianity confined 
to the countries in the neighbour- 
hood of that where Chriſt himſelf 
taught; but was diffuſed through- 
out all Europe, not excluding the 
moſt northern parts , through 
the whole extent of Aſia, and alſo 
* Matt, c. xii. v. 25, 26. Mark, c. ki, v. 
23-6. Luke. 


+ Vid. Grotius de veritate Religionis c. 
tiana, P-. 134. & in not. 


. „ the 


1 

the iſlands ſituated in the Ocean, 
through Egypt, through Ethiopia, 
and ſome other parts of Africa; 
and that not only within theſe few 
centuries paſt, but alſo in the ear- 
her ages of Chriſtianity “, as ap- 
pears not only from the councils 
of thoſe times, but alſo from the 
writings of the Chriſtians them- 
ſelves, and moſt eſpecially from an 
ancient tradition ſtill preſerved in 
the Eaſt, reſpecting the travels and 
miracles of St. Thomas, St. An- 
drew, and the other Apoſtles; 
Clement of AlexandriaF, Tertul- 
ban}, Irenzusy, Arnobius | Atha- 


* Vide Grotius de Veriate, &c. ubi ſupra. 
+ Stromat. I. 5. 
$ Tertullian adverſus Judæos. 1 1 Is 
$ Irenæus, I. 1. c. 3. | 
4 Arnobius adverſus Gentes. I. 2. 


ſinaus, 
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naſius, Theodoret, and others *, af- 
ford us ample teſtimony how 
widely extended and celebrated the 
/name of Jeſus Chriſt was in Bri- 
tain, Germany, and other remote 
countries. Nor is there to this 

day any country, even in thoſe 
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* There is extant an epiſtle of Athanaſius 
in Theodoret, I. 4. c. 3. in which he makes 
mention of the churches of Spain, Britain, Gaul, 
Itaty, Dalmatia, Myſia, Macedonia, Greece, 
Africa, Sardinia, Cyprus, Crete, Pamphylia, 
Lycia, Ifauria, Egypt, Libia, and Cappadocia. 
See alſo Theodoret adverſus Græcos. ſerm. 8. 
The ſame writer (ſerm. .) reckons among the 
nations converted to Chrifianity, the Perſians, 
Maſſagetz, Hyrcanians, Caſpians, and Scythi- 
ans, vid. alſo Origen in Homil. ad Ezekiel. 4. 
and Chryſoſtom. Homil. 6. ad 1 Ep. ad Co- 
rinthios; beſides which, there are many others, 
to cite whom would be tedious, if not unne- 
ceſſary. | 


im 


{ 


in which the all-deſtroying reli- 
gion of Mahomet is moſt preva- 
lent, in which there are not to be 
found many followers of Chriſt. 
Secondly, The remarkable co- 
incidence of the prophecies (which 
were uttered, and publiſhed very 
many centuries before the appear- 
1 ance of Chriſt), with the accounts, 
| 1 | which we have of him in the New 
1 Teſtament, in —_—_— we find them 
literally fulfilled. 

The chief point which the 
Apoſtles aſſerted, was, that Jeſus 
was the Chriſt, the Son of God, 
which they proved from the mira- 
cles he wrought, and the prophe- 
cies of the Old Teſtament, which 
(as 


6 
(as above mentioned) were fulfil- 
led in his perſon “. 

And, indeed, it is obvious to 
the moſt common reader of the 
Old Teſtament, that it was the in- 
tention of the Almighty to raiſe 
up for men a glorious perſon, who 
ſhould deliver them from fin and 
death, and who is denominated 
therein, the Meſſiah, or Anoint- 
ned One .“ But if we peruſe that 
ſacred volume with a due regard 
to the importance of its contents, 
we ſhall find the time expreſſly 


Acts, e. ii. v. 25. iii. v. 16—2 f. vil. v. 35. 
vil, v. 35» x. v. 43. xiii. v. 23, 27, 3337, 40. 


Xvii. v. 2, 3, 11. XXvI. v. 22, 23, 27. xxviii. 
v. 23. 


+ Dan. c. ix. v. 25, 26. Pſalm. c. ii. v. 2. 
Iſa. c. xlv. v. 1. | 
named 
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named, when this glorious teſti- 


ſecond Temple +, which had been 


ninety. years before, after Jeruſa- 
lem had been commanded by Ar- 


Sane fd oe 


= . 4.5 * 


ſils uſed there by Nebuchadnezzar, 


<0 


mony of God's regard for the 
preſervation of mens ſouls ſhould 
take place, viz. before the ſceptre 
departed from Judah *; a ſhort 
time before the detention of the 


erected about four hundred and 


taxerxes Longimanus to be rebuilt 
by the Jews, who had been car- 
ried into captivity on the taking of 
Jeruſalem, and the utter deſtruc- 
tion of the Temple of Solomon, and 
the ſpoliation of all the ſacred uten- 


* Gen. c. xlixtv. 10. 


+ Hag. c. ii. v. 7—9. 
King 


4 


1 


King of Babylon *; that he ſhould 


be a ſon of Abraham , and born 
at Bethlehem of a Virgin; and 
that he ſhould be deſcended from 
the royal houſe of David i that 
the Holy Spirit ſhould be poured 


* Pan. c. ix. v. 2 5—27, 

+ Gen. c. xii. v. 3. 

+ Matt. c. ii. v. 16. Luke, c. ii. v. 4. 

9 Iſa, c. vii. v. 14. Matt. c. i. v. 18, 23, 
23. Luke, c. i. v. 35. | : 

|| Pſalm, Ixxxix. v. 4. Iſa. c. iv. v. a. c. xi. 
v. 10. Jerem. c. xxiii. v. 5. Ezekiel, c. xxxiv. 
v. 24. Mich. c. v. v. 2. Matt. c. i. v. 1, 20 
C ix. v. 27. c. xii. v. 23. c. xv. v. 33. Co X. 
v. 30, 31. c. xxi. v. 9, 16. c. XXii, v. 42 Nes 


* 


Mark, c. x. v. 47. c. xii. v. 35—37+ Luke, c. 1. 


v. 27, 32, 69. c. ii. v. 4, 11. c. xviil. v. 38, 39. 
C. XX. v. 44. John, Co vii. v. 42. Acts, C. xiii. ; 
v. 34. c. XV. v. 16. Rom. c. i. v. 1, 3. 2 Tim. 
. ü. v. 8. Revelation, c. v. v. 5. c. Xxii. v. 16. 
5 out 
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out upon him“; that he ſhauld be- 
gin to preach his doctrines in Ga- 
lileeF; that through him the 
monſtrous worſhip of. falſe gods, 
ſhould be aboliſhed, and an im- 
 menfe multitude of Gentiles ſhould. 
be brought from darkneſs into 
light, from the. groſſeſt idolatry to 

the worſhip of one true God; 
| that he ſhould lead a moſt exem- 


plary life of — holineſs and 


* Lin. Co i . c. Js Vs 1. Mart, c. in. 
v. ab. Mark, c. i. v. 9, 10. Luke, c. iii. v. 21, 
22, John, e. i. v. 33. 

F Ia. c, iv. v. 1. Matty c. iv. v. 12, 13. 
Mark, c. i. v. 4. Luke, c. iv. v. 14—16. 
1 Iſa. c, ii. v. 18, 20. c. xxxi. v. 7. c. Xlvi. 
V. 1. Zephaniab, c. i. v. 4—6, Zachariah, 
c. Xii. v. 2 | 


benevolence ; 


( & )) 
benevolence® ; that he ſhould per- 
form very many miracles beneſi - 
cial to mankind ; that becauſe 

he did not appear ſplendidly clad, 
and pompoufly attended by a nu» 
merous retinue, he ſhould be re- 
viled, inſulted, and difowned- to 
be the Meffials by the Jews ; and, 
finally, that he ſhould be perſe- 
cuted by, and endure the greateſt 
indignities from them, and exe- 
cuted like the — We 


_ Mi, v. —4- e. m. v. 9. Plalm. 
xv. v. 7. 

+ Iſa. c. xxxv. v. 5, 6. c. Ixi. v. 1. Matt. e. 
Ki. v. . Luke, c. iv. v. 18. and many other 
paſſages of a ſimilar purport, PRE through” 
the "COR 
} Iſa. g. liii. v. 1—4. 


4 
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PEE it alſo recorded in the prophe- 
' tical part of the Old Teſtament, 
that he ſhould ariſe from the ſe- 
| pulchre, before his body cotild be 
corrupted *; that he ſhould aſcend 
into heaven, and fit on the right 

hand of God F; and that his ſpirit 

ſhould be poured out moſt mira- 

culouſly upon his ſervants}, which 

we accordingly find he did, when 

they were all aſſembled together 

on the day of Pentecoſt d. And 
what cannot but prove, beyond 


the leaſt ſhadow of doubt, the 


8 | 
* Pſalm. xvi. v. 9, 10. Iſa. c. xxvi. v. 19. 0 
©. liii. v. i, 
+ Pſalm. xvi. v. 8. ex. v. 1. 
t Joel, c. ii. v. 28, 29. J 


$ Acts, c. ii. v. 1-4. 


4 


(%) 


truth and authenticity of theſe pro- 


phecies, 1s, that they are extant 
not only in the Hebrew language, 
(in which they were originally 


written) but alſo in almoſt every 
other language in the knoun 
world, ſo that every perſon of 
what denomination ſoever he may 


be, has now an opportunity of 
judging not only of the truth of 
theſe predictions reſpecting the 
coming of our Lord, and the 
events connected with him, but 
alſo of thoſe which have been 
uttered concerning the ſudden and 


vaſt propagation of Chriſtianity *, 


* Matt. C. xiii. V. 33: &c. Luke, C. X. V. 18. 


John, C. xii. v. 32. ; , 
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its perpetual duration“, the rejec- 
tion of it by the Jews 4, and the 
embracing of it by the Gentiles; 
the hatred of the Jews towards the 
profeſſors of Chriſtianity$, the 
very ſevere and barbarous perſecu- 
tions they were to endure ||; and, 
laſtly, concerning the fiege and 
utter deſtruction of Jeruſalem and 
the Temple J, and the exquiſite 


** Matt, c. xxviii. v. 19, 20. Luke, c. i. v. 33. 
+ Iſa. c. vi. v. 9. c. IV. v. 1—17., Matt. 
c. xxi. v. 33—4 1. c. Xxii. v. 2—10. 5 Co 
KV. v. 11, &c. 
+ Pſalm ii. v. 8. xxii. v. 27+ Ixxxvi. v. 8,9. 
7 c. Xi. Vo, 1016, C. Xlili. v. 1, 4, 6, 7. e. 
xlv. v. 22. Malachi, c. i. v. 11. ** c. viii. 
11. c. Xii. v 21. c. xxi. v. 43. 
| 755 Matt. c. x. v. 17— 83. 
Il Ibid. to v. 30, &c. xxiii. v. 34. 
© Matt. xxiii. v. 37, 38. c. xxiv. v. 2, 16— 
19. Luke, c. xili. v. 34, 35. c. xxi. v. 24+ 


miſeries 
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miſeries the Jews were to fuffer x; 


all which circumſtances it is in- 


poſſible for men to forcknow of 
themſelves, and which have been 
miraculoully confirmed and eſta- 
bliſhed in the event. 

Thirdly, The miracles perforth- 


ed after the apoſtolic ages by the 


* Matt. c. xxiii. v. 34—39. c. xxiv. v. 21. 
See alſo Joſephus, who was himſelf an eye- 
witneſs of theſe tranſactions, and who has left 


us a moſt affecting account of the fiege and 


deſtruction of Jeruſatem, and the miſeries 
the Jews endured during it, See Joſephus 
de bello Judaico; eſpecially the whole of the 
6th book. See alſo Dr. Jackſon's Eternal Truth 
of the Scriptares, book i. part x. ſect. 3. ch. 


6, 10—13, who has fully ſhown how minmely 


the predictions concerning the Jews were ful 
filled in the ſlaughter and diſperſion of that 
nation, both during, and ſhortly after, the war 
with the Romans. | 


G 4 profeſſors 
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} profeſſors of - Chriſtianity, afford 
; another proof of its truth and au- 
| :  thenticity. Theſe conſiſted par- 
ticularly in caſting out demons, | 
as Chriſt himſelf had predicted &, *, 
which ſeemed to prevail more at 
that period than before, or ſince, 
in order that his divinity might be 
eſtabliſhed, and his triumph com- 
plete throughout all nations. 
This wonderful power, thus ſig- 
nally conferred by the Almighty 
on the faithful followers of Chriſt, 
continued in the world for more 
than two centuries after Chriſi's 
glorious reſurrection and aſcen- 
V ſion into heaven, as appears from 
the teſtimony | of ſeveral ancient 


: + + *"*vc Marks c. xvi. ve 7. FR 
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is 
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fathers, and eſpecially. from Ter- 
tullian* and Minutius Felix +, 
who dare. any of their . perſecutors 
to bring them a perſon poſſeſſed 
with a demon, whom they bind 
themſelves ſolemnly to expel from 
ſuch perſon, by only uſing the 
nameand authority of Jeſus Chriſt, 
which none of them could do, nor 
any of their anceſtors, as we are 
informed by the author of the Acts 
of the Apoſtles, who tells us, that 
ſome men pretending to exorciſe 
were beaten, and wounded, by a 
demoniac 1. The ſame. fathers 
alſo ſtare it as a fact publicly 


bo 1 c. 22. 
+ Mm. Fælicis Ocdavius. e. 27. 
1 Acts, c. xix. v. 1 57 16. 


known, 


69000 
known, that all demoniacs, that. 
is, perſons troubled with evil ſpi- 

tits, were terrified and confounded 

| at the appearance of a Chriſtian *. 
To this may be added, that if 
we believe that human affairs are 
under the paternal care and direc- 
tion of the Almighty, and eſpeci- 
ally thoſe. which relate to his ho- 
nour and worſhip, it is impoſſible, 
and utterly incompatible with that 
goodneſs towards men which he 
every where exerciſes and diſplays, 
that he would ſuffer ſuch an im- 
menſe multitude of perſons whoſe 
only end was to worſhip him in 
Piety and holineſs, to be led aſtray 


+ 


+ Tertullian. & Minutius Felix ubi ſup 
PT | 5 | by 


1 699 
by untrue books. And, as among 


the many ſects which have ariſen 


and diſtracted Chriſtianity, there 
is ſcarcely one which does not em- 
brace either the whole of the books 
contained in the New Teſtament, 

or at leaſt many of them, with a 
very few exceptions, which, how- 


ever, are of no great moment ; it 


is ſurely a great proof, a moſt 
pregnant teſtimony, that thoſe 
books are worthy of being be- 
lieved, that nothing can be op- 
poſed to them, which can in any 
degree ns" their n and 
veracity. 

Some there are, it is true, who 
maintain that there are contained 
in the Goſpel doctrines which 
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are not only impoſſible, but alſo 
diſſonant to, if not ſubverſive of, 
r aſon. The futility of this aſſer- 
tion (which, however, deſerves 
not to be in any degree credited, 
or, I had almoſt ſaid, even to be 
F heard) is demonſtrated, at firſt 
fight, by the immenſe multitudes. 
of men, eminently conſpicuous 
for their wiſdom, learning, and 
the acuteneſs of their underſtand- 
ing, who have ſubmitted to the 
authority of the New Teſtament, | 
from the earlieſt ages of Chriſti- 
anity. We know that there is one 
God, who is moſt perfect, of 
immenſe power, wiſdom, and 
goodneſs; that all things which 
1 exiſt were created by Him; that 
. his 
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his paternal care extends to all 
things, and eſpecially to men; that 


He is able to reward after this 
life thoſe who obey his will; that 


we ought to reſtrain our ſenſual 


deſires and appetites, and abſtain 
from all evil; that all men, as 


being deſcended from one com- 
mon parent, are related to one ano 


ther, and, conſequently, that they 
ought to love one another; all 
this we are taught and informed in 
numberleſs pailages both of the 


Old and New Teſtament. But 
beyond this we neither know, -nor 
can affirm, any thing for certain by 


the mere force or guidance of hu- 


man reaſon: for who is there, of 
what conſummate knowledge and 


wiſdom 
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wiſdom ſoever he may be, that 
can encourage the preſumptuous 
hope, that he is able, from his own 
conjectures alone (unaided, and 
unaſſiſted by any di vine commu- 
nications), to develope, or to un- 
derſtand the will of the Alnighty 
from the nature of thoſe things, 
which He wills freely? 

It has been alſo objected, that 
there is frequently an incongruity, 
or diſcordancy of expreſſions in 
the Goſpel. But in oppoſition to 
this aſſertion: I would obſerve, that 
whoever will inveſtigate and judge 
this ſubject calmly and diſpaſſion- 

ately, he will find, that in addition 
to the arguments which have been 
adduced and urged: for the autho- 
Trio] — 
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rity, and, authenticity; of the New. 
"Teſtament, this may be ſubjoined;; 


that in circumſtances containing 


in themſelves, any important point 
of doctrine, or of hiſtory, there 


is every where the ſame concur- 


rence, and congruity, which is a 


thing ſeldom, if ever, to be met 


with in, any of the profane writers 
of the ſame: ſect; while, on the 


contrary, the writers, in the New 


Teſtament inculcate every where 


the ſame tenets, or articles of be- 


lief, give the ſame precepts, and 
the ſame account of the birth, lifes. 
miracles, ſuffering, death, reſur- 
rection from the dead, and the. 
glorious aſcenſion into heaven, of 


Jeſus Chriſt ;,the ſubſtance is every 


where 
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where the ſame, although, at the 
ſame time, it muſt be acknowledg- 
ed, that there are ſome few cir- 
cumſtances, which are, however, 
of no great importance, in which 
they cannot be reconciled : yet 
this very circumſtance ought to 
acquit thoſe writers from every 
ſuſpicion of deceit, as, it has been 
generally obſerved, falſe witneſſes 
relate every thing ſo artfully and 
compactly, that not. the leaſt ſpe- 
cious difference can appear. 

But if from every diſcordancy, 
or incongruity, how trifling, or ir- 
reconcileable ſoever it may be, 
whole books, which for above 
ſeventeen centuries have ſtood the 
ſevereſt teſt of criticiſm, and have 

| | been 
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been received as ſacred, are to loſe 


and forfeit all their authority and 
authenticity, we ought not, then, 


to give credit to any book, eſpeci- 


ally if it be hiſtorical; and in that 
caſe all the moſt eminent profane 
hiſtorians of antiquity, whoſe 


writings are by no means exempt 


from theſe diſagreements, muſt 


loſe their whole authority with us, 
and all our confidence in their ve- 


racity, reſpecting the facts they 
narrate. How much more reaſon- 
able and juſt is it that this circum- 
ſtance ſhould not deſtroy the credit 
of the writers in the New Teſta- 
ment, who we ſee; from their own 


writings, were men of the ſtricteſt 


pig and moſt deſirous of truth? 


H There 


> 


6 
There are alſo many teſtimo- 
nies, although, after what has 
been already ſtated, it may perhaps 
appear unneceſſary to inſert them, 
which confirm various parts of the 
hiſtorical books of the New Teſta- 
ment. The crueifixion of Chriſt, 
for inſtance, and the miracles 
wrought by him and his difciples, 
are mentioned both by Hebrews 
and Pagans.” Mention is alſo 
made of Herod, Pilate, Feſtus, 
Felix, Jobn the Baptiſt, Gama- 
liel, and the deſtruction of Jeru- | 
ſalem, in the writings of Joſephus, - 
which were publiſhed about forty 
years after the death of Jeſus 
Chriſt, with whom agrees what 
we find in the Talmudiſts of thoſe 


times. 
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times *, The barbarous perſecu- 


alſo formerly extant books written 


' which appeared in the Eaſt at the 


( 99 3 


— _—_— —— — — — = > - _ s — to F* 
— a = — * . ow — 2 ma, — 1 
2 * OY ne, S* & > 0 e py 
— — 2 2 = 2 . 
—— 2 


"n - "A - 
22 Ä 
Ne. Ny . _ 
l p= md bo | — Y 


Afi Dao 222 


tion of the Chriſtians by Nero, 
has been recorded by Tacitus as 
above mentioned F. There were 
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by individuals, as by Phlegon, 
and alſo public acts to which the 
Chriſſiaee often appealed 4, con- 
taining an account of the ſtar 
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birth of Chriſt d, as alſo of the 
very remarkable eclipſe of the 
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fun *, which happened at the time 
our Saviour was ignominiouſly 
rrucified. | 
No farther objections, ' one 
would think, can be urged againſt 
j the New Teſtament, unleſs per- 
| haps it be this, viz. that it has not 
retained its priſtine Purity. It | 
5 muſt be confeſſed (and it is the 
common fate not only of this, but 
alfo of all other ancient books), 
q * „About the fourth year of the 202nd 


« Olympiad, happened the greateſt eclipſe of 
« the ſun that had ever been known before: 
« the fixth hour of the day was turned into 
„ darkneſs, ſo that the ſtars appeared in hea- 
„ ven, and a great earthquake in Bithynia 
« overturned many houſes in the city of Ni- 
4 cza.” Trallianus Phlegon, in l. 13. Chronic. 
pve Olympiadum. cited by Euſebius in Chro- 
nico, See alſo Origen adverſus celſum. I. 2. 
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that by the careleſsneſs of copy- 
iſts, or a miſtaken accuracy, very 
many letters, ſyllables, and even 
words, have been altered, omitted, 
or added: but it is abſurd, on ac- 
count of this diverſity of copies, 
which cannot but happen in the 
courſe of many centuries, to raiſe 
controverſies reſpecting a particu- 
lar book or paſſage, ſince both cuſ- 
tom and reaſon require, that ſhould 
be preferred which the moſt nu- 
merous and moſt ancient copies 
ſhow. It is impoſſible for any one 
to demonſtrate that all the copies 
of the New Teſtament are vitiated i 
by mere cunning, or any other 
means, and eſpecially thoſe parts 
which contain any doctrine or 
| 1 point 7 
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* of hiſtory: for both docu- 
ments, and witneſſes, of thoſe 
times are wanting to prove it; and 
if any thing has been urged more 
forcibly againſt the authenticity of 
the New Teſtament, by the moſt 
inveterate enemies of Chriſtianity, 
it ought to be conſidered rather as 
the effufion of their malevolence, 
than as a teſtimony. This, one 
would think, would be a ſufficient 
anſwer to thoſe who object the 
variations or alterations of the 
ſcriptures, as a proof of their not 
being authentic, eſpecially as they 
ought to make good their aſſertions 
againſt thoſe writings which have 
been ſo long, and ſo widely, re- 
ceived as ſacred. It has been al- 


ready 


3 that the books which 


contain nothing but facts, which 
could not be controverted, and that 
they were of their genuine vrit· 


ing: having premiſed this, it ne- 


ceſſarily follows, that there carnot 
be any other books attributed to 
them; and conſequently, that 


theſe objections or aſſertions are 


unfounded. Nor is there any re- 


markable part that has been falſi- 


fied, or changed: for as ſuch al- 
teration could not but have ſome 
particular end in view, the part ſo 

altered mult vary conſiderably from 
the other parts which were not 


altered; a circumſtance which is no 
where to be met with in the New 


bear the names of the Apoſtles? 
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Teſtament ; on the contrary, there 
is, as above mentioned, a wonderful 
eoncordance, or unanimity, which 
ö pervades the whole: and, as ſoon 
ö as any of the Apoſtles publiſhed a 
4 | book, there is no reaſon to doubt 
4 but that the Chriſtians would, 
q with a laudable zeal for preſerving 
| and propagating the truth to poſ- 

terity, take many copies of it, 

which were again multiplied and 

diſperſed wherever the Chriſtian 
name was heard, eſpecially through 
Europe, Aſia, and Egypt, in 
which countries the Greek lan- 

guage was cultivated, and ſeveral 

of which original books of the 
New Teſtament were preſerved to 

the ſecond century. But it is im- 
1 poſſihle 
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| poſſible that any book, of ; which 
ſo many copies had been taken, 


which were preſerved with the 


greateſt care, not only by the piety . 


of individuals, but alſo by the 
churches, ſhould be falſified. To 
this may be added, that in the 
ages immediately ſucceeding, theſe 
books were tranſlated into the 


Syriac, Ethiopic, Arabic, and 
Latin languages, moſt of which 


verſions are extant at this day, and 


vary in no point, or matter of im- 


portance, from the Greek books. 
We have, moreover, alſo extant, 
the writings of many early Chriſ- 
tian fathers, who were taught either 
by the Apoſtles themſelves, or by 
their immediate diſciples, and 
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CF 
who cite very many paſſages from 
the books of the New Teſtament 
in the ſame ſenſe in which we now 
read them, and in whoſe works, 
as it has been more than once ob- 
ſerved, if the New Teſtament 
were loſt, it might be wholly re- 
trieved : nor was there any one 
of how great authority ſoever he 
might be in the church, to whom 
it appeared neceſſary to alter any 
thing. After theſe times, there 
were many other men of great 
learning and diſcernment, who, as 
I have already mentioned, after a 
careful and critical inveſtigation of 
theſe books, received them as being 
authentic, and as having continued 
in their original purity. And 

| here 


= 
here what I have above hinted 
reſpecting the different ſeats of 
Chriſtians, will again apply, viz. 
that all of them, or at leaſt thoſe 
who acknowledge God to be the 
creator of the world, and Chriſt to 
be the author of a new law, re- 
ceive and uſe theſe books as we do 
at this day. Beſides, had any one 
of them attempted to interpolate 
any part, the others would have 
immediately detected their forge- 
ries. Nor as to what relates either 
to ſelect parts, or to the whole of 

the New Teſtament ; can we (as 
it has been already obſerved) ſup- 
poſe it confiſtent with the goodneſs, 
and beneficence of that Almighty 
God, ** who deſires not the cexth 
| 4 | 66 of 


* 


f 108 

** of a ſinner, but rather that he 
** ſhould repent;” tHat He would 
permit ſuch immenſe multitudes 
of men, bent upon piety, and 
ſeeking ſincerely their eternal ſal- 
1 vation, to be led away into that 
| error, which (notwithſtanding all 


4 their utmoſt precaution) from their 
; infirmity Fg cannot hr 
avoid. 


Such are the proofs of che HOI 
ſity and truth of the Chriſtian re- 
velation of which I have endea- 
voured to exhibit a brief and com- 
prehenſive view. The reſult of the 
whole is this: 

That the Goſpels ak in 
the New Teſtament are true in 
deed; that they preſent to us a 
full 


G 
full and circumſtantial account 
of the birth“, life, doctrines, mi- 
racles, ignominious death , and 
glorious reſurrection of Chriſt 
from the dead }, and his afcenſion 
into heaven, where he ſitteth on the 
right hai.d of God &; that they, 
as well as the other books which 
conſtitute the New Teſtament, 
may be depended upon as the ge- 
nuine productions of the diſciples 
of Chriſt, who, being not only 
eye-witneſſes A, on 1 (if I 


. 1 | 
+ Mark, c. xv. v. 45. Luke, e. Te xxiii. v. 3 3 
Jon c. xix. v. 18. 
} Matt. c. xxviii. v. 6, 6. Mark, e C. xvi. v. 6. 
Luke c. XXIV. v. 56. 


$ Mark, c. xvi. v. 29. Luke, c. XXIV. Vo oy- 
Aas, © i. v. 9.5 | 


may 


(ene , 
may uſe the expreſſion) principg/ 
performers in, the facts they ad 
cord and atteſt, could not but be 
thoroughly acquainted with the 
truth of them ; and who, had thoſe 
facts been untrue, would never. 
have gained that implicit and uni- 
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verſal belief which prevails by 
þ far among the greateſt part of man- 
kind to this, day. It follows, 
. therefore, that the Goſpel i is really 
true, and. may be depended upon 
(as alſo may the other books of the 


New Teſtament), as ſhowing to 

men the only way to. ſalvation 

through Chriſt Jeſus. 

The duties enjoined to men by 

the Goſpel are by no means diffi- 

cult, and the en purity and 
ſanity 
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ſanctity of its precepts, not only 


in things concerning the worſhip 
of God, but alfo in thoſe relative 


to other matters, afford a moſt 


convincing proof of the excellence 


of the Chriſtian religion over every 


other religion, pait, preſent, or to 
be deviſed. This will e in 
a variety of inſtances. | 


1. The Pagan ſacrifices, 3 as we 


are informed. by very many; writers 
both ancient and modern, were re- 


plete with the moſt ſanguinary 
earn; and obſcenity *; N 


Jewiſh 


he Porphyry de abflineritia. l. 2. 5 27, 24 : 


36. Tacit. Annal. I. 14. c. 3. Cæſar de bello 
Gallico. I. 6. c. 21. Plutarch, in his Life of 


Marcellus Oper. vol. i. p. 229. Lactantius 


x Divin. Inſtitut. 1. I. C. 21. Acoſta's Hiſtoria 
nn Indica. 


1 


{ 4g 3 
Jewiſh religion contained nothing 
that was either forbidden or inde- 
cent ; but left that nation, ever 
prone to idolatry, ſhould fall off 


Indica, I. 5. c. 19. Plutarch Quæſtiones Ro- 


I | manæ. Quæſt. 3. Liv. Hiſt, 1. 22. c. 57. 
i 1 Kings, c. xvill. v. 28. Lucan, Pharſal. l. 1. 
v. 56, 57. Potter's Antiquities of Greece, vol. 
N i. p. 193. 337, 344——348—9, 407. Arnobius 


adverſus Gentes, I. 5. p. 169. Ed. 1661. Dio- 
genes Laertius, I. 3. $. 39. Strabo. I. 8. p. 58 1, 
5 11. p. 805. 12. p. 837. 16. p. 108 1. Ed. 1707. 


| Herodotus. I. 1. c. 199. Athenzus Deipno- 
4 ſoph. I. 13. c. 6. Lucian. Oper. vol. ii. p. 658. 


H ; Ed. 1687. Valerius Maximus, I. 2. c. 6.5 15. 
9 Herodot. I. 2. c. 46. Strabo. I. 17. p. 1154. 
Euſel Proparat. Evangel. I. 2. c. 6. Varro 
apud Auguſtin. de Civitate Dei. I. 7. c. 2 1. Plin. 
Hiſtoria. Naturalis. I. 18. c. 1. Cicero in Ora- 
tione pro Fonteio: beſides which, there aremany 
other authorities which might be adduced, to 
recite whoſe names would be tedious, and per- 
-haps unneceſſary. + 
from 


4 


from the worſhip of the one true 
God, it was burthened | with a 
multitude ' of ceremonies, which 
contain in themſelves © neither 
good nor evil; 1 uch are, for in- 
ſtance, the ſacrificing of cattle, 
circumcifion, and ſeveral other ce- 
remomes, which are of no mo- 
ment. But the Chriſtian religion 
teaches us to worſhip God with a 
pure mind *, and thoſe works, 
which in their own nature are moſt 
decent, although without the 
law+. Thus, it does not require 
the circumciſion of our fleſh, but 
of our appetites and defires Þ ; 
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n 
that we ſhould not ahſtain from 
all work, but only ſuch as is un- 
ſeemly *; that we ſhould not con- 
ſecrate to God the blood, or the 
fat of animals, but that, if it be 
neceſſary, we ſhould offer our own | 


blood, as a teſtimony of the truth F; 


and that, whatever portion of our 
goods we beſtow on the poor, we 
ſhould confider it as given to 
God; that we ſhould not abſtain 
from certain kinds of food, or diet, 
but that we ſhould uſe both with 
that moderation which agrees with 

* 1 Cor. Cho 

+ 1 Cor. c. X. v. 16. Heb. c. xii. v. 4. 1 


et e. . v. . 


} Matt. c. vi. v. 4. | Luke, c. Xl. v. 33s 2 
Cor. c. ix. v. 7. Heb, c. iii. v. 6. 
| our 


ren 


1 

E Yo 3 
our health *. But the chief arti- 1 
cle of religion is every where in 
the New Teſtament deſcribed as 


— —_——_ 


conſiſting of a pious confidence; ö 
by which, being led to a faithful , 
obedience toward God}, we rely = 
on Him aloney, and truſt in his ö 
promiſes ]; whence ariſes hope, f 
and a true love of God, and our f 
* Luke, e. xxi. v. 34. Rom. e. xiii. Vor 1g. | 
Epbeſ. c. v. v. 18. Gal. c. v. v. 21. 1 Tim. 9 
C. V. V. % 1 Pet. c. iv. v. 3. | | 4 58 j 
7 Vid. John, C. xii. V, 28. } | 15 6 5 4 

} Luke, c. xi. v. 28. John, c. xiii. v. 17. 1 


Rom. c. i. v. 3, i e C. , NIXe 4 RL 
c. i. Yo 18.85 Net 

S$ Matt. c. xxi. v. 21. 2 Tim. c. is v. 12. 
il Rom. © N v. 20. 2 Cor. El . v. Gul. 


c iii. v. 29. 
Rom. c. viii v. #45 c. xv. v. 4. Heb. £ 
vi. V. 2. » | , 
4 3 neigh- 
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(- 13: } 
neighbour* ; which cauſes us to 
obey his precepts, not ſervilely, 
through the impulſe of a fear of 
puniſhment , but that we may 
pleaſe Him}, and have in Him 


not only a Father &, but alſo one 


who will reward us according to 
our deſerts ||. We are, moreover, 
commanded to pray J, not indeed 
for wealth, honour, or other things, 
which, how much ſoever they may 
be coveted, are of no profit or ad- 
vantage to very many; but that 
we may avoid all temptation, and 


* Gal. c. v. v. 6. 1 Theflal. c. iii. v. 6. 
+ Rom. c. viii. v. 15. 5 
Heb. c. xit. v. 38. | 
$ Rom. c. viii. v. 15. { 
I Colo. c. iii. v. 24. 2 Theſſal. c. i. v. 6. 
Matt. c. vi. v. 10. 12 


1 


9 


„ 0 


jead a life of holineſs and purity, in 
order that we may attain that bleff- 
ed immortality, which Chriſt hath 


promiſed to all who faithfully 
and truly believe i in Him, and ful 


fil all his commandments. 


2. The duties required of us 
with regard to our neighbour are 


nearly ſimilar to thefe. 


While 


other religions breathe nought but 
wars, intste fie, bloodſhed, and 
revenge, and, in fhort, every cala- 


mity that can ſcourge mankind, 


the laws of Chriſt exprefſly pro- 
hibit us, how greatly“ foever we 
may have been injured, to ſet 
ourſelves againſt the injurious 
„ perſon®,” in order to retaliate 


* Matt. C. v. V. 381 
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( 118 75 
or him that injury which we have 
received. He allo exprefily com- 
mands us to do good, not only to 
the virtuous and good, but alſo to 
the wicked; and ** to love our 
f | % enemies, to bleſs them that 


* curle us, and to pray for them 
A that inſult us and perſecute us, 

N „that we may approve. ourſelves 

: 4 do be the children of our . hea- 

| „ yenly Father, who cauſeth his 

; «ſun to ariſe on the evil and the 

1% good, and ſhowereth down rain 
1 on the juſt and the unjuſt “.“ 

; x, While almoſt all the ancient 

Heathen nations indulged them- 

ſelves in the moſt ſhameleſs immo- 
; i Matt. c. v. v. . N 

id 


4! * 


Gus 
rality and adultery, the Chriſtians 
were (and are) expreſſly, reſtricted 
to one wife ; and whoſoever 
gazeth on a woman to luſt after 
her, hath already, as our di- 
vine Saviour hath announced to 
us, committed adultery with 
her in his heart F.“ 


4. Other laws forks perjury; 


but the law of Chriſt commands 
us not only to abſtain from all 


ſwearing 2, but alſo. to conduct 


ourſelves with ſuch a ſtrict regard 
to veracity, as to render it utterly 
unneceſſary to require an oath of 


us g. 1 „„ TY 


* 1 "One: c. vii. v. 2. 
+ Matt. g. v. v. 28. 


6 


+ Matt. c. v. v. 3337. James, c. vv. 12. 


9 8 Matt. ubi. ſupr. 


14 © Nor 


winks: 


( 

5. Nor is there, indeed, any 
thing excellent to be met with in 
the philoſophical writings of the 
aficients, or in the fublime ſen- 
tences of the Hebrew Prophets, 
which is not to be found in the 
New Feſtament, and fanct ioned 
by divine authority. [ Such- are, 
for inſtance, thoſe fine precepts 
concerning modeſty *, temper- 
ance F, goodneſs 4, purity. of mo- 
rals &, prudence the duties f 

1 Pet. c. iii. v. N £ | 

+ Tit. c. ü. v. 12. 1. Tim. c. ii. v. . 

t 2 Cor. c. vi. v. 6. Galat. c. v. v. 22. Co- N 
loſſ. c. iii. v. 12. 1 Cor. c. xiii. v. 4. | 
8 Phil.c. iv. v. 8. 1 Tim. c. ii. v. a. c. iii. 


: v. 4. Tit. C. ii. V. 7. 


y Matt. c. X. v. 16, Epheſ. c. i. v. g. 
5 . rulers, 


( 121) 


rulers and ſubjects , of parents 


and children , of maſters and ſerv- 
ants}, of huſbands and wives 8; 
and eſpecially thoſe divine precepts 
concerning the avoiding of vice, and 
particularly the luſt of honours 
and glory ||. But the laſt, and 
greateſt, which is equally admira- 
vie FOE its Hr and its __ 


v3 : Tien, c. ii. v. 2. 1 Pet. e. ii. v. 13, 17. 
| + Coloſſ. c. iii. v. 20, 21. Epheſ. c. vi. u. 
1—4. 


1 Epbel c. vi. v. 5—10. Colo. e. lit, v. 


22—2 5. 
$ Epheſ. c. v. v. 22—2 6, 28, 3 38. Cola 


c. iii. v. 18, 19. 1 Tim. c. ii. v. 12. 


Matt. c. xviii. v. 4. c. XXijt. v. 12. 1 


c. XIV. v. 2. c. xvii. v. 14. John, c. v. v. 44. 
Epheſ. c. iv. v. 2. Coloſſ. c. ii. v. 18. c. iii. v. 
33. 1 John, c. ii. v. 16. Phil. c. ji. v. 2 
I _Thefl. c. ij, v. 6. 1 Pet. c. i. v. 24. c. v. u. 5. 


brevity, 


( 
brevity. is, that we ſhould love 
God and our neighbours as our- 
ſelves *; that is, in other words, 
* to, do unto all men as we would 


« they ſhould do unto, us .““ 


Finally, if we look Fo he 
ancient Heathen writers, we ſhall 
find that ſeveral of the philoſo- 
phers, poets, and prieſts, taught 


that the ſouls of the wirtuous and 


pious (after they had been purified 


from the ſtains they had contract- 


ed during lite) enjoyed the plea- 


ſures of Elyſium for a certain li- 


mited ſpace, and then returned to 


8 


* Matt. c. xxii. v. rue FO c. x. v. 27. 
Rom. c. Xiii. v. 9-11. Galat. c. v. v. 14. 
James, c. ii. v. 8. . 
+ Matt. c. vii. v. 12. . Luke, c. vi. v. 37. 


liſe 
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( 2g } 
life in other bodies. The abſurdity 
of this doctrine is obvious to, and 
muſt ſtrike, the moſt common ob- 
{erver. How contrary is it to that 
bleſſed immortality, which is every 
where inculcated in, and which we 
are taught to expect from, the Goſ- 


pels, and the other parts of the 


New Teſtament, when this cor- 
ruptible muſt put on incorrup- 
tion, and this mortal put on im- 
mortality *1* 

If we ſearch the writings of the 


ancients, we ſhall find many max 
ims and precepts. correſponding 
with thoſe above enumerated ; but 
in, no one inſtance ſhall we meet 


E 1 Cor. c. xv. V. $3» * 


» 4 
4 


with 


ö 
| 
. 
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(124) 

with any that are enforced and in- 
culcated with that pious and de- 
vout ſeriouſneſs, and that ſolicitude 
for the preſervation of mens ſouls, 
which univerſally pervades the 
New Teſtament. FR 

Much has been urged in favour 


of reaſon, as being of itſelf ſuffi- 


1 | _ cient to direct men. We have 
ſeen the deplorable ſtate of groſs 
1 idolatry into which the moſt po- 


liſhed and moſt enlightened na- 
tions were plunged at the time our 
Saviour came into the world to re- 
deem mankind from fin and 
death; yet they enjoyed in its ful- 
leſt extent, what is yſually deno- 
minated the light of reaſon. The 
Pagan nations, of the preſent age, 

a are 


„ 


are alſo, as we are informed by our 
lateſt navigators, enveloped in the 


groſſeſt ignorance and idolatry; 
yet they, too, poſſeſs the ſame fa- 
culty. Theſe circumſtances alone 
are ſufficient to ſhow the ineffica- 
cy, and inability, of mere human 
reaſon, unaſſiſted by any divine 


revelation to direct men to the wor- 


ſhip of the one true God. Our 


own experience tells us, that we, 


whoſe ideas are more enlarged, 
who poſſeſs far greater advantages 
than any of thofe nations, in that 
we have the Goſpel to guide and 


direct our weak, uncertain, reaſon ; 
our own experience tells us, I fay, 
that we are ſtill extremely prone to 
evil, and cannot; with the ſtricteſt 


guard 


* ** 
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( 126) 
. 
How careful, and how circum- 
fpe& ought we then to be, not only 
mn all our actions, but in all our 
thoughts, leſt we at any time add 
to the multitude of ſins already 
recorded. againſt us! We have the 
book of eternal life in our hands, 
the way is before us, and it is our 
| fault alone if we do not follow it: 
| | for, as our divine Saviour has him- 
| ſelf moſt juſtly remarked, much 
will be expected from him who 
poſſeſſes much. This reflection 
canhot be too frequently, and too 
ſeriouſly impreſſed and inculcated 
in our minds, eſpecially, as from 
the uncertainty and inſtability of 
human affairs, we know not when 
2 | the 
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the hour will come, © in which 
ho the. heavens hall paſs away 
"2 with a great noiſe; and the ele- 
«© ments, being ſet on fire, ſhall be 
«© diffolved, and the —_— and its 
works, burned up* when we 
ſhall be ſummoned to 5 an ac- 
count of ourſelves, and of our ac- 
tions before the judgment - ſeat of 
our bleſſed Redeemer and Media- 
tor, Jeſus Chriſt: to whom | 


be glory for ever and ever. | 
bo. Amen: 1 


* 2 pet. c. iii. v. 10. 


+ Gal. c. i. v. 5. 


THE END. 
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